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“The use of such a weapon is a new crime against human

culture.”

FEXFZEZRIE (Rev. Fr. Robert M. Deiters, SJ)
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1 "Over the past 70 years I have tried to learn as much as I could about how the
war with Japan had begun and especially how it ended——when and why the United
States lost the moral high ground by engaging in indiscriminate mass bombing of
civilians, culminating in the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.”
(https://www.americamagazine.org/issue/bombing-japan-was-it-only-option)

2 "Actually, the U.S.A.——and all the military on both sides——had gone over to
mass bombing of civilian populations not long after WW II began, even though the Hague
Conventions forbade it. In other words, the US had already left the “moral high ground”
long before the A-Bombs. However, there is another moral principle that says “to achieve
a military objective, excessive force nor weapons like poison gas that cause painful and
long-lasting injuries must never be used. Using A-Bombs was the use of excessive force
that caused lifelong injuries to attain the objective, namely, the surrender of Japan. This
also was a moral failure.”

3 “It is the fundamental principle of international law in wartime that belligerents do
not possess unlimited rights regarding the choice of the means of harming the enemy,
and -~ must not employ arms, projectiles or material calculated to cause unnecessary
suffering (Hague Conventions). The indiscriminateness and cruelty of the bomb the U.S.
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used this time far exceed those of poisonous gases and similar weapons, the use of which
is prohibited because of these very qualities:--. The use of such a weapon is a new crime
against human culture.”

4"...a lifelong theme and my way of begging forgiveness for using the A-bomb when
there were other ethically and humanely better ways to try to bring the war to an end.”
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